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people determine what we do." The
theater's production of “Burn
This," which closed yesterday, con-
tained frank sexual situations.
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' San Diego
 artists fight

Robert Plant

To perform here Thursday

works funded W!l,mémp#u
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scure artists opeming ond ge. s <
m?ﬁmmm amam | past behind

Congress.

One side argues that tax support By Varga
allows lawmakers to set limits that PWE:.:ENC.

g0 beyond the prohibition against His innate sense of rhythm pot-
constitutionally defined obscenity. withstanding, Robert Flant is a
man out of time.

Not with himself, not with his
‘music, but with a massive number
of rock fans around the world who |

‘obscenity & Shurred dobate
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By Divina Infusina i A 3 i Christ” by New York artist Andres I ) ]
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the basis of artistic merit. To
i of same-sex al-

 deawors in pearly every communi- » g ; & past. 1
t)hlbeoomlr;?llhasbeeuuder d %3 ! It is there, nearly two decades
| terrific pressure over alleged ob- o in the past to be exact, that mil-
|\ scene projects it has funded. : ; R LA WAL Hnnsuim:_kimsawr&e]l;md-
F Other battles, meanwhile, are A S e - Wik American Family Association, of = e :,Lintesseﬂ:i.a‘lsi!::
Tupel &, & group that led the 1
adnet the film “The Last thprtal m‘};hand

have held press SUCCESSES ever — WGl |
federal death by “alcobolie -
venture” in 1979 broughtthe
group crashing to a halt

with a loud, ominous thod.
Today, 11 years later, the band
defined hea 22 years
with its self-titled debut

press conference. ©
ernment doesn't fund the:church
because it is out of their realm,
andeofsart”

The conflict over the NEA “is a
Wﬁlmmulhnb_uhnd—
ful of images out of millioas,” says
Cathleen Sullivan,” Harvard law
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The American Family Associa-
tion mounted a massive letter-writ-
ing campaign directed by Wildman
and Pat Robertsor's Christian Coa-
lition, inundating Congress with
warnings that a vote for the NEA
would be political suicide. Helms
took up the issue in Congress, and
it Jed to “an ohscenity oath” for all
NEA grant recipients, promising
that the money would not be used

the types of arts activities that can
% with city funds.

“The federal funding issue i just
a red flag.” said Alan Levey, man-
aging director of the La Jolla Play-
house. "Really what's being chal-
lenged is our freedom of speech,
the willingness to tolerate diverse
points of view."

The arts and entertainment
world has rallied, applying its own
pressure and lobby — with some
eifect. Mayors David Dinkins in
New York City, Norman B. Rice in

__._—_________________-—-—————-—\/’._ —_—
One

a climate of fe, ttle has
jusk begun, Th,:;'eTmb:,; yet to
fully take place e

“This envirgp, artists
and arts organjzgy; o fn 8 Ver¥
difficult Position» mp;\uld
Avalos, a San D, sascﬂmw and
visual artist “ho“ ted 50-
clally Provocatiy, as““qu bar-
der isstes ang hy, | the Fecipl-
ent of NEA grang Jyqgou accept
NEA money, wil] ., pa helpité
the a_rls or will Yo e plT" o an
ONgOINg, COnSOrShjp

“T'm gOing o g yp o gimost L0

tax support allows

lawmakers to set limits

... The other side says

grants shouldn’t come  over obscenity is reaching a fever
pl

with strings.

side argues that

in 10 months. To limit the artists “This issue is an open micro-
vision is a devastating thing to put phione where anyone can getup
on the imagination.” and proclaim themselves a hero,

(O'Brien said. “The arts are
target. Obscenity in the arts is &
diversionary tactic, while corrup:
tion goes unnoticed. In 20 years,

Ob: i
poﬂﬁggl sgue

Same in the arts say the furor

historians will lock back and say,
tch becawse it is an issue TWhat was all that about?"
cans can easily lateh on to. “The As for the short-term effects

what they are supposed to do,” said
Dr. Warren Kessler, president of
the San Diego Symphony board.

“Artists are supposed to express
themselves."

right wing doesn’t have the com-
munists to fight anymore,” said
Beeb Salzer, a professor of fine
arts at San Diego State University
‘who is completing a research
project on government funding for
the arts.

the controversy, Schuette said, “It
is fostering healthy dialogue. But i
the long run, I'm afraid it will
daunt new artists' creativity and
that the upcoming Karen Finleys
and Holly Hughes won't have &

b u 1 heir work.
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Monday through Sategay, 10 &m. 1o
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MUSEUM OF MAN — Ealbaa Park,

235-2001. Admission is free on 1o
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18; and 25 cents for ages 6 10 12.
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Hoaven:

since th

NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM — Bal-
boa Park, 232-3821, Admission s free
Tuesday of the manth. Ad-

OLD TOWN STATE HISTORICAL MU-
SEUMS — Casa de Estudillo, 217-
G770, Admission is free, Open dally
from 10 am. 105 p.m. House mussur
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famlilos.
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Tuesday of each monh.

51 for sdults: children an kT
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trains, an authentic semaphara and
more.

VILLA MONTEZUMA — 1925 K 51,
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for adults. Open Wadnasday 1o Sun-
dary, 110 4:30 p.m. The fumishings and
decor in Villa Montezuma reflect the.
echectic tastes of M8 ariginal cwner,
Jesse Shepard, Historle

of the houss, which was buill in 1887,
are on . "Spon, But Not Heard:
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:‘I’OHE MUSEUM — In Campo, 478-

Camp Lockett
ditioral histary dating back io the
17003,

WOOD "N WEST MUSEUM — 1347

pir.
1 Britt a1 460-3506. Admission i3 free.
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